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Myth busting

There are a lot of myths out there about who can and cannot be a foster carer.  Fostering isn’t about your personal circumstances or background, it’s about the support you can offer a child. Below is the truth behind some common fostering myths:
	Myth
	Fact 

	I’ve never had children so I can’t foster
	Yes, you can. You do not need to have had children of your own. Although it does help to have some experience of working with or caring for children.

	I’ve got a disability so I can’t foster
	Yes, you can. All potential foster carers have a full medical examination to make sure that they can provide the care our children need.

	I’m single so I can’t foster
	Yes, you can. If you can offer a stable home and care for a child you do not need to be in a relationship.

	I’m too old to foster
	Yes, you can. You have to be 21 to apply to become a foster carer but there’s no upper age limit. A reasonable level of maturity and life experience is welcomed.

	I’m gay so I can’t foster
	Yes, you can. We treat everyone equally and currently have children being cared for by both gay and lesbian foster carers.

	I don’t own my own house so I can’t foster
	Yes, you can. It doesn’t matter whether you own or rent your house, you can still apply to foster. We just ask that you have a stable tenancy.

	I’m male so I can’t foster
	Yes, you can. Both women and men make great foster carers. If you have energy, are ready to learn and are understanding, you can foster and help change a child’s future.




For further information about fostering in West Cheshire:

Tel: 01244 972 222
Visit: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/fostering 
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